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Medes Islands Marine Protected Area
The Medes Islands Marine Protected Area has a special regulation
that affects navigation, with the purpose of protecting this natural area:

Responsible
navigation
Medes Islands Marine Protected Area

Protected zone:
Allowed
Sports fishing
with 1 fishing
rod / licence.
Diving
Sailing

Prohibited
Professional
fishing except
that with a small
scale-fishing
(trammel net
and boulter)
carried out by
registered
fishing boats.
To introduce
NON
autochtonous
species.

Strictly protected zone:
Allowed
Diving with a
specific
licence.
Tying vessels
to specifically
designated
points.
Visits of ships
and divers only
between dawn
and dusk.

To dispose of
waste water
and residues.

Prohibited
All kinds of
fishing.
Anchoring
(only permitted
to drop an
anchor being
tied to buoys).
The use of
torches and
other means of
underwater
lighiting.
The extraction
of marine
resources, to
touch animals
and plants.

Underwater
fishing.

The
possession of
any fishing
gear.

Aquaculture.
Fishing with
more than one
fishing rod.
Using NON
authorized
fishing gear.

Passeig del Port, s/n
17258 l’Estartit
Telf. 972 75 11 03
Telf. 972 75 17 01
Telf. 972 75 20 04
rmillesmedes.dmah@gencat.net
Timetable: de 9.00 a 13.00 h

The disposal of
products into the sea

International regulation
for the prevention of boardings

The MARPOL convenant regulates the disposal of wastewater and other products into the sea.

There is an international regulation: the prevention of
boardings called the RIPA, regulating how to avoid them and
the whole traffic at sea.
The fact that at some times there is a very dense traffic of
ships makes it very important to be aware of the priorities
established in this regulation:

Table of waste-water disposals
Zone

Disposal options

Port
Protected zones
Rivers
Bays
Etc.

No disposals allowed, even if
previously treated.

Up to 4 miles

Disposals allowed when treated.
No solid or bleached products.

From 4 to 12 miles

Disposals allowed when crushed
and disinfected. To empty the
tank of waste, the boat must
travel at a speed of more than 4
knots.

More than 12 miles

All disposals allowed. To empty
the tank of waste, the boat must
travel at a speed of more than 4
knots.

In addition, as a general rule, it is
prohibited to dispose of the following items:
- Plastic, glass cans, packaging and packages.
- Oils and residues of fuels and other hydrocarbons.
- Oily water.
- The remains of food at less than 12 miles from the coast.
According to the specific regulations for the Medes
Islands, and international regulation, it is strictly prohibited
to dispose of any kind of substance inside the Medes
Islands Marine Protected Area.

Amongst other procedures, it is essential to
be familiarized with the priorities between crafts:
1. Craft without steering.
2. Craft with restricted manouvering capability.
3. Fishing craft (outside the reserve).
4. Sailboat.
5. Mechanically powered craft.

Basic priorities between sailing boats:
1. The craft sailing on starboard has priority.
2. When both crafts are sailing with the wind coming from the
same side, the craft sailing to the lee has preference.
3. When the defeat and beem reach is unclear, it is necessary
to keep clear of the defeat of the other craft.

Basic priorities between motor boats:
1. When a boat catches up with another one, it is necessary to
avoid it.
2. When two crafts are crossing each other, the one sailing on
starboard has preference.
3. When two crafts are on an opposing return (when crafts are
facing each other) both crafts must fall to starboard.

Ten procedures for a good sailor
01
02
03
04
05
06
07
08

Check the weather forecast.
Plan and give notice of outings.
Check the craft before setting sail.
Adopt the necessary safety procedures on board.
Moderate speed.
Follow preference regulations at sea.
Follow the MARPOL regulation.
Take care when dropping anchor and always carry
a spare one.
09 Continue training to keep updated.
10 Correct maintenance of the craft.
In addition, it is important to carry the following
on board: Food, water, warm clothes, a first aid kit,
petrol, a radio, a telephone and a list of emergency
numbers in case of need.

Table of contacts

Maritime Salvage

902 202 202

Salvament marítim VHF

Maritime Salvage VHF

Maritime Salvage Medium
Wave

2.182 Khz

Emergencies telephone

112

My nautical club

My nautical club VHF

Contact person on land

